
 

 

 

An Educator’s Guide to the Success of 

David Griffiths in 1901 

Subject: History/Social Studies 

Grade Level: 3-4 

Colorado State Standards met:                                             

History                                                                                                                                                                                     

1.1 Organize a sequence of events to understand the concepts of 

chronology and cause and effect in Colorado history 

1.2 The historical eras, groups, individuals, ideas and themes in 

Colorado history and their relationships to key event in the United 

States.  

Civics                                                                                                                                                                                        

4.1 Analyze and debate multiple perspectives of an issue.  

Skills needed:                                                                                                                     

Students will utilize their reading, writing, geography, and critical 

thinking skills to deepen their understanding of the steelworks 

industry and its effect in Colorado history. They will analyze, compare 

and contrast, make connections, and recognize sequence of events.  



Lesson Time Length: 1 class period 

Materials needed:                                                                                                              

*Chapter 1 Forging the West: A Grand Vision                                                                            

*DVD player and TV                                                                                                                        

*Camp and Plant Vol. 1 Number 1 12/14/1901 Introduction to Camp and 

Plant “From Pit Boss to Mine Inspector”  

http://steelworkscenter.com/wp-

content/uploads/2015/08/CP_1901_12_14_V1N01.pdf 

Teacher background information:  

Primary Sources are the raw materials of history. They are original 

documents and objects that were created during the time of study. 

They are different from secondary sources, which were created at a 

later time and date and involve accounts, or interpretations of events 

created by someone without first-hand experience. Secondary sources 

are often created from primary sources. 

Examining primary sources give students a powerful understanding of 

history and the complexity of understanding the past. Helping students 

analyze primary sources can also guide them into higher level thinking 

and practice better critical and analysis skills. 

When students analyze a primary source, use the following questions to 

guide their thinking:  

 Who created this source and why? 

 When was it created?  

 Where does your eye go first?  

 What did you see that you did not expect to see? 

 What powerful tools or ideas are expressed?  

http://steelworkscenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CP_1901_12_14_V1N01.pdf
http://steelworkscenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/CP_1901_12_14_V1N01.pdf


 What feelings or thoughts does this source trigger in you? 

 What questions does it raise?  

 What else was happening during this time period?  

 What does the creator do to get his/her point across?  

  Who was the source’s intended audience? 

 What biases or stereotypes do you see? 

 

Lesson Procedure:   

1. After showing students Chapter One of Forging the West: “A 

Grand Vision” conduct a brief discussion about William Jackson 

Palmer, his character traits and ideas. Read the Camp and Plant 

article with your students. Give students time to think and share 

with partners or small groups. Take a few minutes for students 

for class discussion to compare and contrast how the ideas for 

success might be similar to those now.  

2. Hand out the sequence of events worksheet. Have students 

record which events took place in the lifetime of David Griffiths.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Primary Source Graphic Organizer 

Observe         Reflect    Question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name         Date______  

Sequence of Events 

After reading the primary source, put the events in correct order.  

 

 

 

 

 


