
 

 

 

 

Making a Map 

Subject: Social Studies 

Grade level: 3-4  

Time required: 30-40 minutes 

Colorado State Education Standards met:  

Social Studies – Geography                                                                          

2.1 Uses several types of geographic tools to answer questions about 

the geography of Colorado.                                                                              

2.2 Connections within and across human and physical systems are 

developed.  

Key Concepts: 

1. Maps are useful in understanding special relationships between 

geographic features in one area.  

2. Maps show you where you are in the world.  

3. Maps can guide you where you want to go.  

4. Maps can help you analyze a place.  

5. Maps can inspire you to think of new projects or new places you 

would like to visit. 



Skills needed:                                                                     

Students will utilize their reading, writing, geography, and critical 

thinking skills to deepen their understanding of the steelworks 

industry and its effect on Colorado.  

 

Materials required:                                                                                     

DVD, Forging the West, Chapter 5: Boom and Bust                                

Clipboards                                                                                                

Pencils, markers, colored pencils                                                                

Examples of maps: road maps of city or state, topographical, geological, 

etc.   

Journals                                                                                                  

Compass                                                                                                   

DVD player and TV                                                                                 

Emerald Mine Map 

http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/archive/B8798682-AA2E-

437E-984D-656888274152 

Key Vocabulary:                                                                                                                                                         

Geography                                                                                                                                                                

Cartography                                                                                                                                                                           

Key                                                                                                                                                                                        

Scale                                                                                                                                                                  

Orientation 

Lesson Procedure:  



1. Start by showing Forging the West, Chapter 5: Boom and Bust to 

the students. Conduct a brief discussion of the changes that have 

recently or historically occurred in your neighborhood.  

2. Ask your students to define a map and how it can be used. Discuss 

what a bird might see flying over a garden (birds eye view or 

aerial view.)   Draw it on the board. This is a rough map, not exact 

but it illustrates major features of your neighborhood in 

relationship with you and your school. Review or ask students 

cardinal points. Ask students to point out key features of your 

neighborhood such as the street name of the school, gardens, 

bodies of water, public art pieces, etc. and label them on the map 

drawn on the board or in their journals. Discuss a map key and 

scale and its function. Share other examples of maps pointing out 

these features. Define the word cartographer. 

 

3.  Pass out the journals or have students turn to a new page in their 

student journal. Explain that they are now cartographers and 

they will be creating a map of their classroom and school. They 

will need to know where their classroom is in relation to the rest 

of the school building. Ask them to include a key, scale, and 

coordinate points on their map indicating correct orientation. 

Students may use colored pencils, markers, crayons, etc. to 

enhance their map details.    

 

4. Upon completion, have students share their map with other 

groups of students or as a class presentation.  

 

Lesson extension:  



1. Ask students to use their maps to find their way around the 

school yard or garden. With a partner, ask students to find a 

certain landmark or feature using their student maps as guides.  

2. If you could add new feature to the school yard or school 

building, what would it be? Where would it be located?  

 

 


