
 

 

 

 

 

FORGING THE WEST 

CHAPTER THREE: COLORADO COALFIELD 

WAR 
Lesson Subject: Social Studies 

Grades: 9-12 

Standards:  

History 1: Use the historical method of inquiry to ask question, evaluate primary 

and secondary sources, critically analyze and interpret data, and develop 

interpretations defended by evidence. 

 Differentiate between facts and historical interpretations, recognizing that a 

historian’s narrative reflects his or her judgment about the significance of 

particular facts 

 

Lesson Length: 1-2 hour long class periods depending on amount of film watched 

 

Introduction/Background: 

The film “Forging the West” offers a look at some of the clashes between workers 

and capitalists during the Industrial Revolution. The rise of unions and the growing 

frequency of strikes led to incidences of violence across the country. Some of 

these incidences occurred in Colorado and are discussed in the film, including the 

Ludlow Massacre. This particular event is a great one for examining how 



perspective shapes history. In this lesson students will attempt to examine the 

Ludlow Massacre from the perspective of the miners, the soldiers, and the mine 

owners.  

Skills Needed: 
Infer information from the facts given 

Place themselves in history 

Write creatively and fluently 

Use their historical imaginations 

 

Materials Needed: 
Paper/writing utensils 

Film 

 

Lesson Procedure: 
Show the film “Forging the West” in its entirety or just Chapter 3: Colorado 

Coalfield War 

 

This lesson is about using creativity to imagine the dueling perspectives 

surrounding an event like the Ludlow Massacre. 

As a class, brainstorm on the board the major events of the Ludlow Massacre 

according to the film. Introduce the assignment with a discussion of the word 

“massacre.” Who would call the event a massacre? How might the other side see it? 

What sorts of language would they use?  

Students will then be assigned to write two one page synopses (this can easily be 

pared down or up depending on time constraints) of the Ludlow Massacre. One 

should be from the perspective of the miners and one needs to be from either the 

perspective of the National Guard or the mine owners. Their synopses should show 

an understanding of the Ludlow Massacre, but also an ability to see both sides of a 

debate and to use their creativity and imagination to write a compelling article. 

This assignment can easily be changed to write letters, an imagined conversation, 

or any similar creative task that gets those imaginative juices flowing. 


