
 

 

 

 

 

FORGING THE WEST 

CHAPTER FIVE: BOOM & BUST 

Lesson Subject: Social Studies 

Grades: 9-12 

Colorado Department of Education Standards met:  

History 1: Use the historical method of inquiry to ask question, evaluate primary 

and secondary sources, critically analyze and interpret data, and develop 

interpretations defended by evidence. 

 Gather and analyze historical information, including contradictory data, from 

a variety of primary and secondary sources, including sources located on the 

Internet, to support or reject hypotheses (DOK 1-3) 

 

Economics 1: Productive resources – natural, human, capital – are scarce; 

therefore, choices are made about how individuals, businesses, governments, and 

societies allocate these resources 

 

 Explain how economic choices by individuals, businesses, governments, and 

societies incur opportunity costs 

 

Lesson Length: 1-2 hour long class periods depending on amount of film watched 

 

 



Introduction/Background: 

The film “Forging the West” covers the history of the CF&I plant up through the 

modern era, examining the ways that changes in manufacturing have impacted the 

plant, its workers, and communities. This same phenomenon can be seen throughout 

the country as the United States shifts from an economy based largely in 

manufacturing to one of service and technological industries. This lesson seeks to 

explore that phenomenon in greater depth. 

Skills needed: 
Examine large social phenomena 

Collect research from viable sources 

Examine materials for bias 

 

Materials needed: 
Paper/writing utensils 

Film “Forging the West” 

Computers with internet access 

 

Lesson: 
Show the film “Forging the West” in its entirety or just Chapter 5: Boom & Bust 

 

This lesson asks students to examine the ways in which a changing economy has 

impacted communities across the country.  

As a class define key terms, including “outsourcing” and “manufacturing.”  

Have students use a computer to search for an article about outsourcing affecting 

a community in the United States. They should then write a comparison paragraph 

in which they compare the situation they have found to the CF&I scenario. How is 

this company or community being affected similarly to Pueblo and CF&I? How is it 

being affected differently?  

Once students have completed their paragraphs place them into groups of 3-5 

students and have them share their findings. Finish the lesson with a brief group 

discussion about whether or not this phenomenon is reversible. Should the country 



even aspire to go back to a manufacturing economy or is our current direction more 

sustainable?  
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Additional Resources 

Various online exhibits about topics relating to steelmaking and mining                  

http://scalar.usc.edu/works/the-colorado-fuel-and-iron-company/index 

Random photos: http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/randomimages 

Search by keyword for photos: http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/photo 

Keyword search: http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/search 

Specific archive collections that have been digitized (i.e. maps, ledgers, drawings) 

http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/archive 

Camp and Plant publication published by CF&I 1901-1904 

http://steelworkscenter.com/index.php/archives-2/digital-resources/camp-and-

plant/ 

Inventory of the CF&I Archives as listed on the Rocky Mountain Online Archive 

https://rmoa.unm.edu//docviewer.php?docId=CFI_Archives_OverviewRMOA_2015

_01_02.xml 

Projects done by CSU-Pueblo college students in various history classes using our 

collection:                                                                                                                  

http://steelworkscenter.com/index.php/education/csu-pueblo-student-projects/  
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