
 

 

 

 

 

Forging the West 

An Educator's Guide to Primary Sources 

and Personal Artifacts 

Subject: History/ Civics 

Grade: 3-4  

Colorado State Education Standards met:  

History 

1.1 Organize a sequence of events to understand the concepts of chronology and 

cause and effect in the history of Colorado. 

The historical eras, individuals, groups heroes, individuals, groups, ideas, and 

themes in Colorado history and their relationships to key events in the United 

States. 

Civics  

4.1 Analyze and debate multiple perspectives of an issue. 

Skills required: 

Students will utilize their reading, writing, geography, and critical thinking skills to 

deepen their understanding of the Steelworks Industry and its effect on Colorado. 

They will analyze. Compare and contrast, and make connections and recognize 

sequence of events. 



Lesson Length: 4 class periods 

Materials Required: 

Camp and Plant Vol. I No.2 12/20/190 1 “Christmas in the Kindergartens” pg. 15, 

“Some Steel Worker's Children: The Wildeboor Kindergarten, Pueblo” 

Forging the West, a film By, HaveyPro Cinema 

Teachers guide for Primary Sources 

Lesson Procedure:  

Start by showing Forging the West, Chapter Two: “Welfare Capitalism.” Conduct a 

brief class discussion on student thoughts or connections made with the video. 

Day 1: Introduction to Personal Primary Sources 

Display personal primary source documents and personal artifacts that reflect 

something important in your own life. Display the artifact and instruct the 

students to use the Primary Source Graphic Organizer to record their 

observations of the artifact. Before the students begin, select questions from the 

teacher's guide to focus on and prompt analysis and discussion. 

Some suggestions for personal artifacts:  

• Driver's License, 8irth Certificate, Teaching License, or Passport 

• Personal Letter. Diary or Journal 

• Photographs, Drawings, Trophy, Locket, or Award 

Day 2: Student Activity 

Ask students to bring their own personal artifacts and display them for their 

group of three to four students. Review each artifact supplied by team members 

and ask them to determine information about the owner's personalities and 

lifestyles. Each team works together to complete the Primary Source Graphic 

Organizer answering additional questions from the teacher’s guide at your 

discretion.  

 

 



Day 3: Sharing the results 

When the group’s Graphic Organizers are complete, the reviewers share their 

results with the class. The artifact owner constructs the context that reveals 

more of the story. Students may place a value on the artifact from a viewer and 

owner perspective. This could lead to a discussion on what brings value, as well as 

meaning, to an artifact. 

Day 4: Primary Sources from the Steelworks Museum 

Introduce students to o selection of primary sources from the Steelworks Center 

of the West Collection, http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/ 

As an entire class, students complete a Primary Source graphic organizer. The 

students analyze the primary sources, recording their thoughts on the graphic 

organizer. Before the students begin select questions from the teacher's guide to 

focus their work and select additional questions to focus and prompt a whole class 

discussion of their analysis. 

Discuss the value of the historical primary sources with the class, returning as 

needed to the previous discussion of their own artifacts. Students may write a 

reflection connecting their own artifacts to their study of the historical primary 

sources. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://steelworks.pastperfectonline.com/


PRIMARY SOURCE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

 

OBSERVE    REFLECT    QUESTION    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Using Primary Sources 

Primary sources are the raw materials of history, the original documents and 

objects which were created at the time under study. They are different from 

secondary source’s accounts or interpretation of events created by someone who 

had that first-hand experience. 

Examining primary sources gives students a powerful sense. of history and the 

complexity of the past. Helping students analyze primary sources can also guide 

them toward higher order thinking and better critical and analysis skills. 

Ask students to closely observe each primary source: 

• Who created this primary source? 

• When was it created?  

• Where does your eye go first? 

• What do you see that you didn’t expect? 

• What powerful words or ideas are expressed? 

• What feelings and thoughts does the source trigger in you? 

• What questions does it raise? 

• What was happening during this time period? 

• What was the creator's purpose in making this primary source? 

• What does the creator do to get his or her point across? 

• What was this primary source's audience? 

• What biases or stereotypes do you see? 


